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s usual, New Yorkers – young and old, black 
and white, rich and poor, men and women –  

turned out in droves to celebrate America’s 
independence.  Together they gathered along the 
banks of the East River to watch the brilliant 
display of fireworks.  Many of them had arrived 
hours earlier to secure a spot of “real estate” where 
they could lay out a blanket or park a few lawn 
chairs.  The ones who had arrived late were satisfied 
to simply find enough room to stand. 

When the sky finally darkened, there was a 
palpable feeling of anticipation.  The Air Force 
band began playing patriotic songs, and soon the 
words to “God Bless America” drifted across the 
water.  Suddenly, with a pop and a bang, the 
darkness disappeared in a blinding flash!  The 
startled spectators, almost in unison, gasped and 
cheered in amazement. 

But then, a strange thing happened... 
The thick fog that had been hugging the river all 

evening long, now drifted over the river’s banks.  
Muffled moans could be heard in the now gloomy 
night.  See page 8 for the rest of the story. 
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n April 27th 2015, at North Thurston High 
School, teacher Brady Olson (left) tackled and 

restrained a sixteen year old student who allegedly 
fired a weapon toward the ceiling.  The incident 
occurred at approximately 07:30 AM, shortly before 
classes were scheduled to begin.  If not for Mr. 
Olson’s quick thinking, and his willingness to act in 
spite of the danger posed to himself and others, the 
shooting have could been far worse. 

In honor of his heroic act, the National Society 
of the SAR, Alexander Hamilton Chapter, has 
chosen to award Mr. Olson the Bronze Medal for 
Heroism.  This award recognizes “outstanding 
bravery and self-sacrifice in the face of imminent 
danger i.e acts which involve great personal courage 
and risk to the recipient.”  Way to go, Brady! 
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Compatriot David Jackman is shown holding a member certificate that was issued in 1897.

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Oct 10
th

:  Honor Flight 
Welcome, SEATAC South 
Arrivals Hall (8PM) 

Oct 17
th

: 
Chapter Meeting, Johnny’s 
at Fife (9AM) 

Nov 7
th

:  Veteran’s Day 
Parade, Auburn (9AM – 
2PM) 

Nov 11
th

:  Kitsap 
Veteran’s Day Event, Sun 
Pavilion, Bremerton (8AM) 

 

Compatriot Lee Thomasson 

(Left) formally donating a 3 

inch cannon ball to the 

Alexander Hamilton Chapter.  

Lee purchased the cannon ball 

for $60 on eBay.  It was found 

in the New York area, and was 

possibly fired from one of 

Alexander Hamilton’s 

cannons.  It will be used during 

new-member induction 

ceremonies.  Thanks Lee! 
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TãtÜwáTãtÜwáTãtÜwáTãtÜwáMMMM    
Brady Olson:  NASSAR Bronze Medal for Heroism (Presented by 
Skip Stephan (Right):  Military Service Medal (Presented by Genealogist Bob Parrish)

                  A                                             
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Compatriot David Jackman is shown holding a member certificate that was issued in 1897.

Title of Presentation: "American
The British Over Puget Sound"

Mr. Hannula is the principal of Covenant Hig
School in Tacoma.  He has taught history in the 
Pacific Northwest since 1980, and
the following books: “Our Northwest Heritage,
“Lights in the Northwest,
Triumph: Stories from Church History.
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HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights    

Mr. Richard Hannula 

 

(Presented by VP Keith Weissinger) 
(Presented by Genealogist Bob Parrish) 

                B 

 
 

 

Compatriot David Jackman is shown holding a member certificate that was issued in 1897.

"American Clashes With 
ver Puget Sound" 

principal of Covenant High 
as taught history in the 

since 1980, and has authored 
Our Northwest Heritage,” 

Lights in the Northwest,” and “Trial and 
Triumph: Stories from Church History.” 
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(Above) Independence Day Parade (2015), Steilacoom 

 

 

The Color Guard marched in two small towns this summer, much to the delight of the public.  On July 4th, the men (and 
DAR ladies) braved 90-plus temperatures in picturesque Steilacoom.  Several months later, they marched under overcast 
and sometimes rainy skies in the wooded hills of Black Diamond.  Before each parade, the men gathered together to do 
what they do best: Eat and swap stories!  Go to the WASSAR Facebook page for more great photos! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/timeline 

 

 
 

Labor Day Parade (2015), Black Diamond 

 
 
 

 
 

Pre-parade breakfast at the Masonic Lodge, Black Diamond 
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CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

President:                           Bob O’Neal 
Vice President:                     Keith Weissinger 
Secretary:                           Paul Adan 
Treasurer:                           Rodger Dent 
Chaplain:                            Mike England 
Genealogist:                        Bob Parrish 
Historian:                           Jerry Hull 
Trustee (Projects):                 Lee Thomasson  
Trustee (Fund Raising):         Paul Fullmer 
Immediate Past 
President:                           Russ Pringle 

 
 

Color Guard:                       Lee Thomasson 
Eagle Scouts:                       Lee Thomasson 
Flag Certificates:                  Bob Parrish 
JROTC/ROTC:                    Rodger Dent  
“The Cannon Ball” Editor:       Paul Adan  
Veteran’s Services:               Bob Parrish 
 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
 

9:00 AM, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
JOHNNY’S AT FIFE 

 

http://www.johnnysatfife.com/ 
 

Next Meeting: 17 October 

                    g{x YÄtz g{x YÄtz g{x YÄtz g{x YÄtz „„„„    j{tà àÉ WÉj{tà àÉ WÉj{tà àÉ WÉj{tà àÉ WÉ    
 

Many people are unsure of what to do when the American flag is posted, the Pledge of Allegiance is 
said, or the National Anthem is played.  Much of this uncertainty came about when in 2007 and 2008 
Congress revised the Flag Code to treat military veterans the same as members of the Armed Forces. The 
current Flag Code is outlined below. 
 

During the ceremony of hoisting, lowering or posting the flag before an assembled group; when the flag 
is passing in parade or in review; or when saying the Pledge of Allegiance: 
(1) Civilians: Face the flag and stand at attention with the right hand over the heart.  If wearing a hat the 
man should remove it with his right hand and hold it at the left shoulder.  If outdoors hold that position until 
the flag passes by.  During the Pledge of Allegiance civilians recite the pledge. 
(2) Members of the Armed Forces (in uniform or not) and Veterans:  If indoors face the flag and stand at 
attention.  If outdoors stand at attention and render a hand salute as the flag passes by.  During the Pledge of 
Allegiance salute but remain silent.  (The salute itself is the honor to the flag.) 
 

When the National Anthem is played: 
(1) Civilians: Face the flag and stand at attention with right hand over heart.  If wearing a hat the man 
should remove it with his right hand and hold it at the left shoulder.  Singing the National Anthem is 
appropriate if the individual desires.  
(2) Members of the Armed Forces (in uniform or not) and Veterans:  Give the military salute at the first 
note of the anthem and maintain that position until the last note.  They should remain silent. 
 

Submitted by Genealogist Bob Parrish 

Please note that our State President, in 

keeping with the recent election, has been 

promoted by the Continental Congress: 
 

Col. Doug Nelson, now our Color Guard 

Brigade Commander 
 

We also have three new Chapter Color Guard 

Captains: 

           Captain Fred Gilbert, John Paul Jones 

           Captain Gale Palmer, Spokane #1 

           Captain Larry Flint, Mid-Columbia 
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n the SE corner of Washington State, high on a 
hill overlooking the Columbia River, is a unique 

memorial to thirteen Klickitat county soldiers who 
died during WWI.  Many people call it the 
“American Stonehenge” because it resembles the 
ancient structure that sits on Salisbury Plain, in 
Wiltshire England.  Surprisingly, it is the first 
monument in the United States to be built in honor 
of WWI soldiers. 
 

 
 
The memorial was built by Samuel “Sam” Hill; a 
wealthy businessman, lawyer, and railroad 
executive. Sam was also a strong advocate of good 
roads, and played a significant role in the creation 
of Washington State’s Highway Department in 
1905.  His political influence and business acumen 
in the early 20th century was instrumental in the 
region’s economic development.  His architectural 
creations include not only “Stonehenge,” but also 
the Peace Arch on the border between the U.S and 
Canada. 
 
Mr. Hill was born on 13 May 1857, in Deep River, 
N.C, to a Quaker family. During the Civil War, they  

 
 
 
relocated to Minneapolis.  In 1902, Sam moved to 
Seattle.  A prolific traveler, he visited Japan nine 
times and Europe fifty during his lifetime.  He 
conceived the idea to build an “American 
Stonehenge” sometime between 1914 and 1918, 
after visiting England.  
 
During his visit, he was told that the structure was a 
place where human sacrifices were made to pagan 
gods.  Though it was later proved incorrect, this bit 
of information had a profound impact on Mr. Hill 
because he was a pacifist, and he was appalled and 
disgusted by all the men who were “being 
sacrificed” in “The War to End All Wars.”  He 
began the project on July 4th, 1918, even as the war 
still raged in Europe, and completed the work in 
1929. 
 

 
 

Mr. Hill was buried a short distance away from 
“Stonehenge.”  His tombstone is shown, above. 

 
 

I
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“Why has government been 

instituted at all?  Because the 

passions of man will not 

conform to the dictates of 

reason and justice without 

constraint.” 

 

Alexander Hamilton 
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Unlike any other component of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), the Color Guard provides newly 
inducted SAR members with multiple opportunities and challenges to do something meaningful with those 
handsome membership-certificates.  Besides being a lot of fun, and a great way to form lasting friendships with 
other compatriots, the Color Guard is an excellent way to become an active participant in fulfilling the over-
arching mission of our great organization. After all, where else but the Color Guard would you ever be given 
the opportunity to march in parades, participate in “Honor-Flight” homecoming welcomes for WWII veterans, 
post colors and congratulate new Americans at Citizenship ceremonies, honor individuals and businesses with 
Flag-Certificates, or teach our great American heritage to classrooms full of eager 4th and 5th graders?  The 
answer is clearly, “nowhere.” 
 

In an effort to encourage your participation, the Color Guard would like to give you the opportunity to use a 
loaner uniform (hunting frock or Regimental, free of charge) until you’re able to purchase your own.  During 
this transition phase, as you “build” a uniform, the Color Guard will also provide you with helpful tips and 
website addresses.  By the way, you needn’t be a military veteran to join the ranks of these modern day “patriot 
soldiers.”  All that is required is the ability to smile, and wave a flag! 

 

Upcoming SpeakersUpcoming SpeakersUpcoming SpeakersUpcoming Speakers    
 

2015 
 

Oct 17 – Reagan Zolman – National 
President of the Children of American 
Colonists, “The Ride of Jack Jouett” 

Nov 21 – Bob Parrish – Chapter 
Genealogist Extraordinaire, “Scots in the 
American Revolution” 

 
2016 

 
Jan 16 – Viren Lemmer – Music teacher 
for Tacoma Public Schools, TBA 
Feb 20 – Alan Mandigo – WASSAR 
State ROTC Chairman, TBA 
Mar 19 – Douglas Lane – Staff 
Psychologist/Geropsychologist, 
American Lake VA, “Revolutionary War 
Cavalry Service” 
Apr 16 – Paul Adan – AH Chapter 
Secretary, “The Battle of Bunker/Breed's 
Hill” 
May 21 – Greg Emerson – Veteran's 
Coordinator and Color Guard Captain, 
Cascade Centennial Chapter, “Shadow 
Patriots” 

 

Wanted – No Experience Needed 
 

Our Chapter is experiencing a surge in 

applications and new memberships.   In 

order to make these folks feel welcome, VP 

Keith Weissinger is looking for compatriots 

who would be willing to serve as “Member 

Guides.”  If interested, contact Keith at the 

following email address: 

mailto:kweiss47@comcast.net 
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Book ReviewBook ReviewBook ReviewBook Review 

 
"Best Revolutionary War History Book for 2014" 

 

In May 2010, Judge Edward Butler Sr. and his First 

Lady, Robin, led a group of 35 members of the National 

Society Sons of the American Revolution on a tour of 

Spain.  During their visit to Madrid, then Crown Prince 

Felipe granted the SAR members and their wives a 

private audience at Zarzuela Palace, the royal residence 

in Madrid, Spain.  During that audience, King Felipe 

asked Judge Butler to write a book about Bernardo de 

Galvez and Spain's assistance to the U.S. during the 

American Revolutionary War. 

 

President General (2009-1010) 
Edward Butler and First Lady Robin  
visit with King Felipe VI of Spain 

Gently poking Judge Butler on the shoulder, King 

Felipe, with a broad smile on his face said, "I want you 

to write a book about Spain's assistance to the United 

States during the American Revolutionary War; then I 

want you to write a screen play, and get Hollywood to 

make a movie.  I would like Antonio Banderas to play 

the part of General Galvez." 

Judge Butler replied:  "I can write the book, and I can 

write the screenplay, but it will be up to Hollywood to 

decide if they want to make a movie." 

The 360 page book with 214 footnotes, and 37 pages 

of Appendices, contains the names of hundreds of 

Spanish patriots.  It documents the significant support 

rendered by Spain, and allows our Hispanic community 

to feel proud that their ancestors played a vital role in the 

formation of our nation. 

It received the Order of the Granaderos de Galvez 

award as the "Best Revolutionary War History Book 

for 2014."   

 

The reviews on his book have been very positive.   

For example:  Dr. Maria Hernandez Ferrier, President 

Texas A&M University-San Antonio, had this to say: 

“ Never has a more important book been written that 

confirms what has been silent in our American  History 

books.  Our students identify closely with Mexico and 

now through Judge Butler's scholarly  work, they can, 

as Americans, be proud of their ancestor’s important 

role in the birth of our beloved  nation.  Every student 

of American history can now know "the rest of the 

story".  Thank you, Judge 

Butler,  for your passion and 

commitment to our history and 

for making all of us with Spanish 

sir names proud.” 

 

Judge Butler and his wife live in 

the hills in northwest San 

Antonio.  He is a retired U.S. 

Federal Administrative Law Judge, and in 2009-2010 

served as President General of the 33,000 man strong 

National Society Sons of the American Revolution.  He 

was the founder and charter Grand Viscount General of 

the Order of the Founders of North America 1492.  The 

latter organization was formed to provide a lineage 

society for those descending from the Spanish army and 

settlers of New Spain. 

This was not the judge's first connection with Royalty.  

In July 2011, the Butlers hosted Duke Alexander zu 

Mecklenburg at their hill country home for several days. 

 

Forwarded by Compatriot John Herr

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye!  Judge Edward Butler Sr. 
complies with request from HRM Felipe VI de 
Borbon, King of Spain, to write a book about 

Spain's assistance during the American 
Revolutionary War 
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eneral Washington listened in stunned silence 
to the moans of his wounded men.  How could 

this have happened?  Will they ever trust me again?  

Is this where our dream finally ends?  His thoughts 
were briefly interrupted by the sound of artillery.  In 
the distance, on the right flank, several explosions 
lit up the night sky.  From afar, he thought, 
everything looks so...beautiful.  There were 
splashing sounds, and he turned again to look at the 
shadowy figures on the East River.  “Thank God for 
Glover and his men,” he whispered to himself. 

He watched the men work, but his thoughts were 
elsewhere. He remembered the heady day when 
these same men had gathered around him, cheering 
and shouting, as they listened to a reading of the 
Declaration of Independence.  At the time, they had 
felt invincible and full of confidence.  They had 
even torn down the wretched statue of King George 
III, and defiantly mounted the head on a spike.  
They had built fortifications, gathered supplies, and 
done everything they could reasonably be expected 
to do.  And though every one of them, to a man, 
fully expected the British to put up a good fight, 
they remained hopeful.  After all, Bunker Hill was 
still a fresh memory in everyone’s minds. 

It wasn’t long, however, before the ships began 
to arrive en-mass.  At first, there were only a few, 
their sails fluttering from the masts like bed-sheets 
on a clothes line. But as the days passed, and the  

 
ships kept arriving, the masts became a forest that 
filled the harbor.  Ships were everywhere, and so 
were the Redcoats.  It was then, at that very 
moment, when he had first become anxious. 

 
n the darkness something spooked his horse. He 
instinctively tightened his grip on the reigns, and 

for a second or two his horse reared and stumbled.  
When he regained control a moment later, he 
noticed a soldier limping along a few feet away.    

Suddenly, another question loomed large in his 
mind: Will anyone ever remember the sacrifice of 

this man?  He turned the question over and over in 
his mind as he watched the soldier disappear into 
the night.  And then, with fire in his eyes, he spoke 
these fateful words:  “Liberty...or Death!” 
 

By: Paul Adan 
 

 
 

 
 

The Battle of Long Island took place on August 

27
th

, 1776.  During the battle, the Americans 

suffered 300 soldiers killed, and approximately 

1000 captured.  Many of those who were captured 

were held on prison ships, where they eventually 

died from disease and starvation.  Were it not for 

the fortuitous fog, and the spectacular escape of 

Washington’s army across the East River on the 

night of August 29
th

 and early morning hours of the 

30
th

, the Revolutionary War would have likely 

ended in defeat for the Americans.  
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